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T ifttinp of Claims 



Claims 1-30 (Cancelled) 

31 . (Withdrawn) A method of making a retroreflective article, comprising the steps of: 

providing m elongate strip of a r^troiefleclive sheeting on a release liner, wherein the 
sheeting has a first major viewing surface and a second major opposing adhesive surface • 
protected by the liner; 

cutting the elongate strip of retrorcflcctive sheeting into smaller discrete segments on the 

liner; 

stretching the liner in at least one direction to separate segments; and 
attaching the first major viewing surface of the sheeting to a second major surface of an 
elongate strip of a carrier having a first major surface and the second major surface. 

32. (Withdrawn) A method of making a retroreHectivc article, comprising the steps of: 

providing m elongate strip of a retroreflective sheeting on a release liner, wherein the 
sheeting has a first major viewing surface and a second major opposing adhesive surface 

protected by the liner; 

cutting the elongate strip of .^troreflective sheeting into smaller discrete segments on the 

liner; 

removing selected portions of the sheeting to separate the remaining segments: and 
attaching the first major viewing surface of the sheeting to the second major surface of an 
elongate strip of a carrier having a first major surface and a second major surface. 

33 (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32. and fiirther comprising attaching the first major 
viewing surface of tl,e selected portions to the second major surface of a second elongate strip of 
a carrier having a first major surface and a second major surface. 
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34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32, wherein the segments of rctroreflcctive sheeting 
are separated by a gap of between 4 mm and 100% of a length of the shortest adjacent sheeting 
segment. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32, wherein the second major opposing surface oftlie 
sheeting comprises an adhesive and the adhesive is protected by a release surface. 

36. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32, wherein the method further includes the steps of 
providing an elongate strip of a second retroreflective sheeting, cutting the elongate strip of 
second retroreflective sheeting into smaller discrete segments, and attaching the discrete 
segments of retroreflective sheeting to the carrier, 

37. (Witlidrawn) The method of claim 32, and further comprising the steps of: 
cutting a non-retroreflectivc sheeting into smaller discrete segments; and 
adhering the non-retroreflective sheeting segments to the liner. 

38. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, wherein at least some of the non-retroreflective 
sheeting arc fluorescent. 

39. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein at least some of the retroreflective 
segments are fluorescent* 

40. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39, wherein tlie retroreflective sheeting and second 
retroreflective sheeting are alternated along the carrier. 

41 . (Withdrawn) A method of making a retroreflective article, comprising the stops of: 
unwinding a continuous strip of retroreflective sheeting; 

sealing crossweb lines; 

cutting through the crossweb lines; and 



3 



PAGE 4/16 ' RCVD AT 2/2812005 12:15:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID: * DURATION (fn[n-ss):04-24 



fax: page 



02/28 ' 05 11-08 lD:3n 220-11-01 _ _ 

Case No.: 55313l]S00 2 

Ap plication No.: 09/740215 — 

.dherin8C».piec««>«..lo„ga.er..e.-lincr,»he«in*,cu.pi=ocs..e«p.c«lf^ 
one another on the elongate release liner. 

«, (WiM Am=tt,odofapplyins.«.roreflcc,ivc=r«olc,«afl«ib.= ».b=.a.e, 
cc^prisingftctepsof: .„ .^,1, ^.vin. (i) a carrier wlfl. a firs, major surface and a 

!::;r„Harcinl«».Jorvicwi„.-a«or..ca.=cUn.isa.UcM«.U.^c«<,..or 

surface of the carrier; ^ 

exposing *c second m^or opposing adhesive of to sh«..ng; and 

»p^„„g*eadhesivesurfaceor*=s.^«ng.o.hefIexi.>es„bstra.e.o.hcr=bvadhe. 

the sheeting to the substrate. 

4, (Wilhdrawn) T^eme*odofcl=i™ 42, wherein cxposinglhe second major surface 
compHscs unrolling a roll containing the plurality of discrete segments. 

44 (Withdrawn) The method ofeWtn 42. wh^ein the cposingthe second major surface 
comprises removins a release liner prior to applying the reforcflcctive arUele, 

45 (WiUuhawn) The article ofclaim 42, ^ ftrrther comprising partially tearing a« carr^r 
Ig a plurality of discontinuities duHng the step of applying the «lhesive surface of the 
sheeting to the flexible substrate. 

4r (Withdrawn) The method of claim «. f^rlhe, comprising the additional step of: 
. lZ"f.om.heapp,iedar,icletothereh,.»po.thelirs.majorvicwingsurface.r 

the sheeting. 

47 (Withdrawn) The method of clahn 46. wherein the crier is extensihle and pennits the 
article to be positioned along irregular surface of a substrate or along a curved path. 
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Claims 48^52 (Cancelled) 

53 . (Withdrawn) A method of applying a retroreflective article to a flexible substrate, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an elongate strip of a conspicuity article having (i) a carrier with a first major 
surface and a second major surface and (ii) a plurality of discrete segments of a retroreflective 
sheeting having a first major viewing surface and a second major opposing adhesive surface 
including a tackifier and being protected by a release surface, wherein the first major viewing 
surface of the sheeting is attached to the second major surface of the carrier; 

exposing the second major opposing adhesive surface of the sheeting; and 
applying the adhesive surface of the sheeting to the flexible substrate. 



54. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 53, wherein the adhesive comprises a hot melt 
adhesive. 

Claims 55-62 (Cancelled) 

63, (Previously presented) A retroreflective article having a neutral axis a distance yn from a 
first major surface of the final article, and adapted for attachment to a flexible substrate having an 
anticipated bend radius (r), the article comprising: 
an elongate carrier; 

a plurality of discrete segments (of length 1) of retroreflective sheeting having a first 
major viewing surface and a second major opposing surface opposed to the first major viewing 
surface, the first major viewing surface being disposed on the elongate carrier; and 

y 

wherein the discrete segments are spaced apart by a distance at least — x / and the second 
major surface of the discrete segments comprises an adhesive- 
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64. (Previously presented) A retroreflective article having an cxteiisional stifliiess, A, bending 
rigidity, D, and a neutral axis a distance y^ from a first major surface of the final article, and 
adapted for attachment to a flexible substrate having an anticipated bend radius (r), the article 
comprising: 

an elongate carrier; 

a plurality of discrete segments (of length 1) of retroreflective sheeting having a first 
major viewing surface and a second major opposing surface opposed to the first major viewing 
surface, the first major viewing surface being disposed on the elongate carrier; and 



surface of the discrete segments comprises an adhesive. 

65. (Withdrawn) A method of applying a retroreflective article to a substrate, comprising 
the steps of: ' 

providing an elongate strip of a conspicuity article having (i) an extensible carrier with a 
fu^t major surface and a second major surface and (ii) a plurality of discrete segments of a 
retroreflective sheeting having a first major viewing surface and a second major opposing adhesive 
surface being protected by a release surface, wherein the first major viewing surface of the sheeting 
is attached to the second major surface of the carrier; 

exposing the second major opposing adhesive surface of the sheeting; and 
applying the adhesive surface of the sheeting to the substrate while stretching the cairier 
to direct application of the segments upon the substrate. 

66. (Currently Amended) A retroreflective article comprising: 
an elongate carrier having first and second major surfaces; 

a plurality of discrete segments of retroreflective sheeting disposed on the carrier wherein 
(a) at least some of the segments are separate fi-om an adjacent segment by a gapjsf a minini.um 
length to prevent adjacent segments from contacting eac h other when the article is bent by a 
predctcmiined bend radius(r^ . and (b) the segments of retroreflective sheeting have a first major 



wherein 1 is selected based upon calculating 




and wherein the second major 
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viewing surface contacting the second major surface of the earner, and (c) the segments of 
retrorcflective sheeting have a second major opposing surface opposed to the first major viewing 
surface, the second major opposing surface comprising an adhesive. 

67. (Original) The reh-oreflective article of claim 66, wherein the second major surface of 
the elongate carrier is an adhesive surface. 

68. (Original) The retroreflectivc article of claim 66. wherein the elongate carrier extends 
past the periphery of the discrete segments of retrorcflective sheeting. 

69. (Original) The article of claim 66, wherein the plurality of discrete segments form a 
pattern. 

70r ' (Original) The article of clainv 66, wherein the plurality of discrete segments form a 
letter. 

7 1 . (Previously presentcd)The articl e of claim 66, wherein 

the first major surface of the carrier comprises a release surface, 

the adhesive of the.second major opposing surface of the sheeting is co-teiminus with the 
boundaries of the segment, and 

the article is provided in the form of a roll and the adhesive surface of the sheeting is 
adjacent the release surface of an adjacent layer of the roll. 

72. (Original) The article of claim 66 wherein: 

the first major viewing surface of therctroreflcctive sheeting is attached to the second 
major surface of the carrier with a second adhesion force, 

the retroreflectivc sheeting provides a first adhesion force when attached to a substrate, 

and 

the first adhesion force is greater than the second adhesion force. 
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73. (Original) The article of claim 72, wherein the earner includes a plurality of 
discontinuities, and wherein the earner has strength designed to withstand the second adhesion 
force. 



74. (Cancelled) 

75. (Previously presented ) The article of claim 66, wherein 

the second major opposing surface of the retroreflective sheeting further comprises an 
adhesive adjacent release surface, 

the first major viewing surface of the retroreflective sheeting is attached to the second 
major surface of the carrier witli a second adhesion force, 

the retroreflective sheeting is attached to the release surface witli a third adhesion force, 

and . 

the second adhesion force is greater than the third adhesion force. 

76. (Original) The article of claim 66, wherein the carrier is extensible. 

77. (Original) The article of claim 66. wherein the sheeting comprises prismatic 
retroreflective sheeting. 

78. (Original) The article of claim 66. wherein the sheeting comprises encapsulated 
retroreflective sheeting. 

79. (Original) The article of claim 66. wherein the edges of the sheeting are sealed. 

80. (Original) The article of claim 66, wherein the article is adhered to a flexible 
substrate. 

81. (Original) The article ofclaim 80. wherein the substrate is shaped as a curve. 
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82. (Onginal) The artiCc of cl«m 80, wb«.i,. to «,tott«e i» *»Pod ^ . compound 



curve. 



83. (Original) The ..trorcnective article of claim 80. wherein tl.e gap is from 2 to 4 tinies 

the thickness of the substrate 

84 (Original) The art* ofclaim 66. wh^n .ho Meeting segment, are b«w=.„ 25 and 
'5„»nU.n.tos=g.e„.= are«pa™,e.hyag.pof..n>o.aho„.4«pc^.or.he.^^^^ 

length. 

85 (Original) The artieie of claim 66, wherein. he .h=.ing segments «"=fcWeen75 and 
250mlngana«>e.gn,en.sare^ara.«.h,.gapof«mo.a,«u.40pereen.of.he.egmen. 

length. 

86. (Original) v^.mi.^^^'l'*''**-''*'^'^*'^:*'^ 

87. (Odginal) The.r.ieleofcl=im66,whe«ina..ca«som.of.heplurali^,ofdisor..e 
segments have different colors. 

88. (Original) flrc article ofcWm 66, and talher comprising a plurall.y of non- 

retroreflectivc segments. 

89. (Original) The article otcWm 88, wherein « leas, some of *en„„-reh.reflec,ive 

segments art fluorescent, 

,0, (Original) Theariicleofclaim66,wherein..leas.someoftescgmen.sare 

fluorescent^ 

91 (Original) The article ofelaim 66, wherein at least some of the retroreflcctive 
segments have indicia disposed relative to viewing surfaces of the segments. 
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«, (Original) Theanic,.ofcUin,66,«hc™n«>cs.gn.„.s«.*.p=dM«,Uca.,y. 



dentical. 



.4. (Original) The article ofclai. 66. wherein the pluraHty of segments f^^^ 
repeating pattern of similarly shaped segments. 

■ n The article of claim 66, wherein the segnients .re spaced from one another 

substrate is bent around a selected radius. 

• • n The article of claim 66. wherein the segments are sized to inhibit 

radius. 

selected radius. 

prevent contacting one another while the artici ..vins faU first major viewing 

f= r^f r^.imreflective sheeting having W » 
jadiusIrL the discrete segments of retroreflect. and (b) a second major 

surface in contact with the second major adhesive surface ofthecamer.andCh) 
opposing surface comprising an adhesive. 
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99. (Original) The article of claim 98. wherein Ihe article is adhered to a vehicle. 

100. (Original) The article of claim 98, wherein the article is adhered to a traffic cone. 

101. (Original) The article of claim 98, wherein the article is adhered to a traffic hand. 

1 02. (Original) The article of claim 98, wherein the article is adhered to a gannenl. 

103. (Currently Amended) A rctroreflective article for use on a flexible substrate, the article 
comprising: 

a common carrier; and 

a plurality of discrete relroreflective sheeting segments forming a repetitive sequential 
linear pattern and secured in alignment on the common carrier, wherein the common carrier is 
affixed to a front face of each segment, wherein the back face of each segment comprises an 
adhesive that is co-terminus with the boundaries of the segment and wherein the adjacent 
segments are substantially equally spaced apart from each other . 
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